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By Panl Basy
1 the first Thursay sight of ber first Febee-

ary, amielle Meaique Taft satm o siraller i

| her grasdmother's living moom ea the [t

" Mo of an Onciand Street imtement. A bulles
Teavm 0 rom sesvi i, ome of 4l least 14 fired by
snmeone she dide’l know, flew throsgh the ahiatiemed
glass of the apariment’s fron winde. I ripped im0
Bt ekudl, ri.g_lll abawe her eye,

Her mother was in de batheoom, smoking 4 clgn-
reile, Thelr clothes—rrothes's and dsughter’s—woe
pas:kied, ready for o cab thal was already an hour and a
bl e s vy theem ncross own, L 80 aperimeal in
2 someswdal safer neighborkood,

Uslike the cab, the smitelance savived .
Like ihe cab, # wes too lale 1o sive J-muonth-ohl
Demielle™s life.

The pes that Fined ihe bullels came fpom a privide
hoine ba Hamdien, police believe They helicve a bur-
glar stile the gun. Rater than protect @ midile-chass
st mer Erom eriminals, the gom endéd up om the
sirew! i Mew Haven's black community, The semi-
amvmartic ended ep in sevenl difforear bands, and @
shrok o than just Desielle befure police meieved it

A week after the shooting. 2 small par of Deaielle
remdned zipped up kg small hag with a Moal dasign
Drmicllc’s muiher, Shirley Trowtmen, carmies the hag
witlhy her the way ilies BTMER CATY COSMELES in 3
pursz. The hag consaing Danielle's favorite loy—a
plastic pretesl—and the beals Dunielle wose in her
Bair of gt time of the shealing.

Foodideall i el the hag = aleo & T-shin the nife
Shirley wore whes she ran o o the bathnoom.,
grokbed Caniclle, and discoversd her Tahy's hesd
rippesl apst. Thee shirt still his the balry's blood stins
an .

“hipane,” Trautmen says, Cluching the shim, “'can

eyer make me wash this shin again™
mesk al violenee im Ber life, she becwme a

A household ssme im Mew Haven. People’s ab
\ention focused on the “Wha'* question, Who would
du s a thing? Wi killed Dianiells?

A of resstime. police were clsing im oa three
yoang men they beleve wers: pespansible for the kil
ing. They heticve that an of the three shel up iheapin-
rced it pevenge for a fight enelior in the dary imvnlving
Denielle™s 16-yenr-old male

In the end, who killed Dasbelle may prove s neli-
tively simpler question than the *"What™ juestion:
Whan kiTled Danielle?

T procipdiz v Eemeggs 110 Fivamie T
penpie vt

Ter Dhenie |l Taft sulfered the F=al, deadly mao-

- W]

COVER STORY

joved DanicTle and want 10 make sefse cut of her mur-
der, what kilked her was moee than 2 bullet.

It waes & culiome of viclence fed by dgs, by faciony
clusings, by shseniee shumlonds, by sirifs on family
{nherited from genecations of dependency and |ack of

I al

opporiunity, by a 4nd avem pr
guns as g feceplabie 100l for confrnming fear,

That calture, and the indiffersnce to it from bath
within anil withoet, has teen sholy killing thousssds
of wiher block chilidren in Mew Hiven. Demiclle wes in-
sroduced 1o that culture even before she del Ter
muther’s womb, She lived it gvery day.

Dranielle knew el Just violenee, but o, e She
heni) more nicknsmes fhan some babies have owilits.
She had 1w extended Tsdlies woith of admirers who
shormered her with bove. She ale as vorsiously as she
grinned. ‘“She har no cry.” ber grandmuother weoeld
iy, The baby even smilod i her sheep.

The joy Danielke knew makes her dealh even mon:
iragic o the people <esr v her, 105 why, for imstance,
Sharley Troutrran and 22y Tudt are willing v lalk
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candidly asout sheir daughier Danielle’s short lafe, 1o
relive for a sranger the greaest pain a bamas being
can feel, the pain of weiching her oe his ows haky
Blown away. They wani the cosasunity Lo uiderstand
whai killed Traniella—to siop other children from
being killed, 100

Palm Sunday Dinner
VWhem Durielle et Shisley Troutmes know she wis on
It wy. Shirley had only a few monibe b prepare

Shirley discoveosd [eaiclle’s presemoe in her womb
almost o year ago, on Paln Sunday. She and Daany
wene over 8 her mothes’s hoese for @ holiday dinner.

“Danny made & humeand-cheese samidwach for pie
with letiuze and tomate. My mom was making & kam
dirmer and macaconi nnd cheese, 1 said, “These’s some-
thing Posfing arcund in Fy stomach.™”

She called everyone inlo She BVIRE poom = ket i
took. Shirley’s belly had grows qoile o hit recenly,
Sh ssrys M newer oceurnedio her o haby was growing ia
there, **1 used i be Toge in high school. My cycle wm
all messed up, pyway.”

Shirhey had waabed 1o heve # hahy fiow it pears,
since Firdshing up Hillhmse. She wied and tripd, wiih
different guys, bul nir luck, & [ monihs ealler, she
kel Fun inin Diassy an Winchester Awerue, near (he
Fim Haven projecis. She bodn't seen mush of Tim
sines they grew up m the okl Elm Haves high-rises,
one Poee apart; 1 uged o ook &2 him a b, bt he
mever knew.™" O this afternoon he was driving bk
wreack hoome Frizim 0 poafing job. She wis sioppisg by the
corner siope. Dlder than when ey Tivad a Do agar.
Shirley hesd lost her weight. Her fce hed grosws iato 2
woma 4, with soft featares, She badn’L omgmem vhe
Ik of deliphiful mischicT i ber ey ] asked him
for o ciganeiie. He asked me to caime itk ruck. And
that was i

Mow, on Falm Sunday, Danny wis hovering over
Shirles's stomach on her mither's couch. Something
wis defisitely moving in there, They coshd see tha
Ty kickimg, *"We wer &0 harpgry:

Thay celebrated, Then Shirley thought st all the
o pine she’d Bean doisi the past fiew mantks (et Ehirs
thahy bad heen growisg inside her.

“if biggged out.” Skirley pecalls, “NIh my pod—1
was pregran and [ was domg this. | went right 1o the:
bospilal.”

| turned cut Shirkey was alremdy kst ket thind tri-
mezsger of pregrancy. That meant that even befiore
Demielle the fitus hatl & ully fermed brain, she, oo,

was taking In cocaime. A




Shirley Trovtman asd Danmy Tas leaving thak daughier's lussral

[ 3

When & pregiaid soman inko ca-
cedue, she docreamws the bhood ke i
e i, sehich s cots o7 neadead
urypan, Wil obscircs profesos
Eraviad Fones fikens ® forcing wms
e e b waier. Wow mach
wa g pou o deporeds an haw mach
by evalip baving in hakd ey bealk.

b the: fong ieem, 3 pregainl men's
ot anc wuc can ave o Skl sl per-

panen or Gew gde, scoording 1o
2]

In e ghadl lorm, cocame Wi Cie
Torcw & weaan o deliver e By,
which i Dies can cauma 3 s o prok-
ki, Trorn facan darsage 1o death.

Lackily & ke Tesatoon-Tak fam-
oy, the Tedks @1 the haguial fousd hat
Brrielle secmed bea Sheky
e i abe danly kigked her
ke hakit

“*Harl @t | wasied Darielle, | was
illing i jamp ey becheands, ™ s
sps How did e do it 1 aspped
bring amusd peaqie whe were dnlng

2 can wp pn
wl. | Bl b w1 b b
=muss o Cuie e, She changsd my lile
i 50 My wat

On Indepancionce Day, when ibe
arinction  sarked, Dy sl
Shiskay had w fighl axer when she
sherald go oo U hoysial, They weie
op mad W ipsal. Bui by @ e
Drrinle pppeasad ot 315 e fils-
g reoiming. Dlaney was thore o Yile-
Mess Harven ba ool dhw o,

The baby wan & pousds. T gases,
el just T Moihing about s de -
ory saands Gul i nithe mind of e de -
g doier. Carsl Kandall, B fac1,
Easdall bax oo rocollection hat she
el imesed Brin By

Kandall speds parl of her sm e
ing mrickie-olisd padicain ol hor privae
T Charchi 51 Sewlh nifice, pon of bei
Vet S arnporveriaiad ¢ heni @l ke
VIl Heslt Clric. In bor 14 yeaes nil
Hill Health, Eandall mye, s his fad
plerey af pisni e Skirky, peopls
ahe rver gris i nes. The coanamicn
of ma g lurge medivad |rstraties iegmirs
sy dociars d s e dame chend.
Flua, even iboaigh pregoant womem
frem pawar weighlavk sk afien have
ik moal beallh ek, ramging from
g iss 1 viskmon mnkde and il
the Brmc, thoy don') ol sy deck pro-
malal care antil n bz prepamcy,
Fardall pairs o

T btk 2 cho i b o o) ey
Bibel B chowhern, Viskoe boucha
Fart o Lbewr Bven Thess povgle ave
aih dillicall Bven, haslth care be-
0uES i brw priasiy,” s s
“u very seary, We e in o coun-
iy T expenss the reedical npsem and
e lagal eynien 1o solve 3 vialesce
problom thit secicty lenks i e
W L W' e s nchery i s
K b seaab g, 118 QK 1o taka
denga. [0 OK w3 nake iadvasiage of
peuple whe o linker (kan you am
e e lonkieg ot (M fom e wmng
el of tha pan. Liksally."*

Shirkey ooadly took Trankite o
Hanie in'l e paiioalar place far

Shirley; 0°s @ sevics of faniy mom
bery” ared Frigndds” aartiment ol over
e A8 ibe tive of Draaiclc™s birk,
she lLaed biwwe 65 810 Ovchasd S, e
apamend fenled by ber o, Char
lenwr. Mot of dhe iclloaieg o
thogh, Shirkey saye, abe and Dus i
sl Diniclle: brvedd aceses nocsn i Pair
Hieen, in Shirley’s apanaenl on Eag-
lish Sireet.

Ax an Orchasd Birccd, yow dom'i

"He told me
that it was my
responsibility

to see what |
could do to go
help mankind.

It was not his. ™

i g4 fia o paschons crcains o
Eaglish Sireei. Doalors opendy Nush
P ol sphurhn driser res Hecks
west, on Brwe. T Bogks st b the
Cuimpipiac Termce how peejesi,
imclber popular i for snburkan
ahoppers naking g quick stop off 9]

Nt iwikke Dchin Sires, laglich

Birect inmrwkst enly s, i parin cvmn
HENY place, In s i A -
hocle- by grecawsy mewss de: v
Trent the brarsex alTers oy g ng doy-
Eghi play ama, excep for e b
glos. & larged expamse al provn
apresde A o Ihe o ber wade of
Heverasy, med 00 @ gexde schaad ' a
nice fiekd 1o play m, whon nobedy's
Areg pums by the projaces o1 (b oler
L

Christmas Dinner
Turiell % sresiomed b= soceiving
pieseqds by (he tine s Camily gah-
ered a1 Charbase’s Ovchiasd Sireei
parimeni on Chriee. Peeple wer
abeays dapping rorey o lays i Ber
aand, Dumiele winh B b pgest poosen)
al sl ks relafiven on boib shdes of the
sl amily Sicnd win
viree In all therdelves Daniclla's
crumime, They pggled il the erilos g
hearsad ties s They basghaed o che
tip she pulied Shitkep's braich Apd
they repaled her with micknases, Her
i gilled b “grandma,
5 ¥ cilled her “mommy” anil
Ty Bk Percopine. Suicey' s s
wned i o dap—" Danicly,
Wellp, Fe Pally™ mack S thai
parss, o codifd coind e thai Bi-
T sl poppisig by im secogedidan

The higges1 prescal of 2l wa fog
Shicksy, "'If pou didn"t me ma, yo
didn’l sa Dzl By, MW
were @ pachage deal, IT | was paing
s ioa Lhe shreed, s wae with f5e, in
iy et

Twwe the iy an dinner didhes
L B I LS ley and Daaisie
saslod dowm for the cvenng—and
el ot k.

The thrce-wrory, 13-apanvei brick
buslibrgg hax o rewve, Divasl Cioard,
eiched | shore The diareay.
Huik @ 1900, the Ol i rever,
acordap w iy resasls, hal o moaor
emrwdeling. Bl by the 1580, whon

i

mefiberi Dirmont Couei ax qule
pnnd shupe, lio dhe whiole ssea e ie-
reemben vikdng derak @ Lhe boild-
in

Mo in the Beuiena in charpe al
the Divwcl seighbortond cemmanily
puolice stwnn, Coless hin hin eap
witdi i bulldiag 10 make drap b
' a kresen shooling pallery, ba erpe,
& plicd where mddcin shoat theic
wrror,

Chailese Teopiran krew (hai o
sl b i el i s
noalleh in the hal, scoonding
Ahirkey. She et more wiwe, hough,
worTying abaar keapia g the ikling ‘s
radeaie aad roaches gut of the apari-
mant where b ganddaaghior war
il AR

Hel loa many Ewrilies Nve |n B3
- M least oo Taiwily
balt @ moees Fai the iwtil ear-
TicT in " plang ping Bell sten kg
ml,” miber than sl baving, say, @
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DAN|ELIE

pags i1 &
i beck plchod ool of S abaod boxes
The largesd farmily reme weines on te
Tront daer e The Wile, e rrighber-
borad dneg guing which spoay paisicdiie
moukcer 10 leave ne doshi gl wh
aanirplt i Back whers nobady meas
w play by e rufen

Erpron and Malies Schividk doa
My by Ik sulen They live in
TEElond. a sy ax acally g
segabad mu Oechard Sireet. For yeans.,
ey abin owred s reaksl ow e
o whiln aporenen) loass al ke
aiber ered af ibe Wik —and aliowed
e hoases 0 Becsme inbivabic lin
g, Whes srsraph icnash or squai-
ters irasted (e ipesimonh, the cauple,
radier thim ieluseelling veni money
irin keeping the buildings e, e e
Iresginisers lnke aver, Mrw aven Bl
10 s ibem i wbe poptrd of e de-
stroped edifices muce the Schwidis
sbipped papng

Five ppos agn. h:h': the braiddlingn
hevarss whil precamert e el
fiat Iriman bahistion, ™ Elder Theo-
deez Broakr, possar of Beilah Haghis
First Pesigoou sl Chirch, the bleck's
oty e prepery, wrome o Schmid
Plexie 1ake cava ol praw baiings,
B::nh wrnie; shey ' deagging dosm
[l

Aymon Schimiill svote kack, acosnd-
Ing ta Bearbs *He wdd me ihain was
mmy reapoavehility b e whai | ool
i g el irrskored B wa no b

Eesched lam week by

dawn buildings he oo m govsie-
mieil-subnidiaed (amiliss all aver
teen, mchuding BT a6 BID O
chard, acconding Mew Haess s ool
lecior S Caberars, Thit's meeey the
iy a3ak hive tised i, aay, his mor
Lot o lldhm.h'q TR pRETE 0 FRL
enfercing ralen in ol ghbeafieads Kke
Dm0y thee ity condid v uned
e e ] by sl e ke Ma-
i i kerp desea lans, se sl ey
mEpOE e propery s coskd afs
Wil s rearitain thelrbeldings beaer.

Bomin does mdw shat Bis e
iy by the pulen, sccording e Shidey.
She sips Ber mam, whoas e was
paid largely by the dake Rental Asss.
timoz Pragram, wanied 10 mave,
camnz ol bovs dangeroas the bislding
war But (aniw waelli'| el Charloaz
e of e ks, aoiibig ke Shirkey.

*"Hie il i g the plece. B
by wepuhdn”) b2 o break your leass.
A B i ik B evist v~ i sy
problers seoee, Shidey sy of B
Fike, I he'da bei her o, Tk
wrakd st be ke

Cim the riber bond . Charkere could
alwapy exll oo Bandto For fevais,
Shirey meyr, I e was living a
mablem with (he wate, be wold
meake o phonse call aad tha reni check
wwguld come. O hod rive Charens
[E——

Charlere, reacial by tekphans L
ek it Gy baed Hosgial, where sha's
recovening e balle wpondy e
t=rs, receinad |n it Felb 3 abooting.
il e chowen ) wish 108 peak il he

]
Basdie, [ETTECRTN

awially &

wanshbikling so abo rl.'ﬁ.n:rl Inn-
dimwst A10 Oechind bt week.

Schimidl ssid, “l'm very concemed
bt thee Tamily o Ciechord Srrect s
whifl happoaad b= thom,™ He daid be
conlin | oy aryrhing she begise i
" head e 0 I Bl Meded o
i aibssyeeal cilk.

Aher Brosks' letier, the Schreiaig
evenmially Wopped drving i 68 the
Wi, Dae of the k
"iﬂ‘\‘ o Tt Dealos amd '.I’ﬂllrl
ke dasaging themn furiber, whiks

psing thern o mbaw ol nperstisa,
Firally, e ciy goveramen his
saried ixking aver i baiklings.
ey wobd o of he Fdikfig o [ in
Wroeka' church, which o gradeally
WEifE W oo e block
The e of Charkre Trous's
Euiing al 840 Cloctiand, Bayaisin B
o Harnden, dosent play by 1he

whei, cifher
Basiio owe the city 150418 in
arpael back 16es #n the manp nm-

. ma:fﬂlll_
Tighl Boae. h-lld The laxd five: b
peblely svwwered queniom, vee
wrnihn before Danis e Tah was dol

il

abials M peverty-boming meney,
Hie II- Frand puly. Maw he mighe go
LU

Fle woa'n be chwrgead wilh the cruma
of “'epbtirnic vinknoe © B cun-
kil like Bonile and ihe Schmiks are
indery] crmbmpening the pablis on
liesh like ﬁrhrrlg--\!-::prnibuiq
@ ihe physical viokenoe s which
chikdsan lies Dusisdle praw ag, =y
Melmiala Abful-Salaan. Paining fm-
e il shaniords deeen shardes adi
vilualu af perssral mapondbilig, I
doey rmabey ihoea lives bander e
reaponbily, myn Ahdal-Salaam, vt
e wp i e anen e o w e e
Mew Hovan Fadly Alliaece, whach
epaka with trisikled imilen n pow

LT ETELET

It broedh e iKind ol casronrent
whers ooz are no ules, we laws, "
Abdul-Susam saps. 1 makes ihe
s o s snbseil Ul barran valus
ool iy pencern bere. Theos ko' g siate-
menl Lhal whai ' g s peog ke, !

The declins af Dechand Siecet. i
rars ihe reelts of @ dlady of orhas
vt phbmbucailis patiermide by Ulnfwer-
siry of Chicage socinlngia Daegla
Muisey. Hi 1893 rnr\':‘!l Amgricgq
Aparield demiicd how pogregmes
black nzighborhends hoves Been ks
ible Io cope with T loss of Exioey
it beemne lenders, ibe midd o class,
anad the real mxinie incuury haee all
abasdored ibem, 5o aildig owren
ca’t alfond 2 w2l oF [avedt in dechn-
img properibes esea iT ey chone i
Thia vl gbboghasds bk o besliby mio.
of Tamifes woelling in dilforeni binds
ol jobs. W dlnerh 1he comomic hie of
aie iihistiy's lagolle Peveriy be-
CoEEh congregated N ase B, wih
wel ez deperaderey, drog uss, sad Wi
lerme fordiag ail cach e,

*Ax iha level of Fioleioe Ses i a
neighborbood, peapls have wson 1o
=t mors wiahenily W prolea Lhem-
salues.”” Musey iy, 'l all renalis

Fhreci—adib fha
Wircheser arms
plwi shrisking
s wrek froes
Broan 13000 o
under | D80 e
e i e e
ki, with banks
reluctnt & in-
vesl mzeey wrh
wwhites willing m
wind ooy b bay
drugs or W ool
Ve imMatnd goev-
nmsal el
checice  which
they woay'| phess
bk irde repair-
ing 1he busldng—Es ke peiiie s
cornpleicly that an asthor |ike Mamey
coaldn’t v mds it op

Maoving Day

Charless might kaws boan mxk 1 K|
Olechard, i soi Shirkep. On Fag, 1,
the derided In mase hack m Pair
Harven, with [wviglle, bl o Tuhes
Darmy, Shirdey soed Dy bad ban
spsabivhng aboml @ other thing,

alkrwieg pramdsis Charlcer m waich
Tz Balry o tims, D of dhame argu-
mani ecarmed o e secks before tha
shsatng, & 3 pin Shirkey aned Donay
besdad Tor & pew
Jaim Shirkey hi
The oop shswad op,
Eanis Faf The eouple’s srvanl, §hivksy
ol Diwny staweed away Tiene eaiil,
el e cach st

Disiclle, mearakil, woe diving
Skt bad grovwn i @ chuaky 10 and &
tell pramdh. “Sbe wied 1o Enish off s
bibs i M) ik, Darey mealls
Veaphing. A reeth cadicr s’ dspaned
g Labie foexd, chickon, eggs_ sipe-
cially Cheese Trdatars. “Mas, yau
Eive her one ol thowe,” Shirksy saus,
S abe'd deasallid 0" Her fist
bealh wn creTeng I

Sz wan congraed o b 190, Barfier
on e Fch_ 3 Maviag Dy, Shirkey bad
taicen Damielle (o dha dnciar s find o4
whiy. The docior sald e baby hiel
milbma;il nom (s e faniily. siondng
ta Bkirky. 5o g brought home a b
smbiier wich » e s i

That rame iy, Shiiley's BE-yer-
ald bratar Righasd, e gl lived in
e Checfior] S0reed sl mvond, wan ar-
iping with three frienids. They soroar-
gamg ower money. Poloe boliows tha
S i 1.0 il o drog-relaied
et

Chariess Wiee Ge kxh ool nf o
Fivise. They conlineed, sl palied,
the: mrpemeni ona hikok sy, Ooe of
Echants Fricends 51t i Fghling wah
mibwrp rams] Asshiid, Shirlep save then
ariher Trismed, hippening in dries by,
Itl'lhn:rul_p'mlll "My beoaher

“'ha yau sk ht Il scally Be

back?" Shirley ssked. when Bachord
o] and pepanal ke threat

Thai vight;, arund 9, Shirley callad
3 cab i Bring. them mo Erghih Sincri,
Anmand 320 she Lo on e nibng
miy Tor Danile. They wamed sra
wadbesd i the Frving soor for s cab,
Finally Charkne walced  seweil
Wi, paid Lbe busei-asi Schisid) kn-
encaty, pani i desdirs on Hewry
Sireel, in the peblic phoses o1 Golle
Strest purk, w0 call again. B docaa'l
faes o pheang | bet ok igarirecal

Surirp warted o Cigaric. Bocans
af iha Babiy'c condiien, she myn, ohe
wakier] unil | Chaikes: pdomed Whm
ehi il dlose 10 i bour and s haifafier
W N gill e the cab compuny,
Shirley wert inka the badwoan, | up,

T35 Orchard, & Guitiond coupis's g bo Hiw Haven.

thaw Fesan] e pussluds

He oz back, Stirdcy real iz, lin
Ininighi e (mesde

Ske mn oet of B hhioem,
prablw ter buatvy can of e dsaller she
was Sining in & fow koo Bom ke win-
firw. Besxles Danaclle, ibe bulisis
Erak Chiileie Inide, n ihe back.
Charlne, who's 44, urvirsd, Tha
declan ugﬂzd'l'mr\grup bave leh
her partislly,

Dl wasn't u:-ll.-:h:.- The an-
-

hilaie Creww mashedd hor in ale-Plew
Hlavsi Hiipital, ber thond wisdi ibare I
Bess i i i Al R3S, Dande e s
proasesanl desd om armival

Sk probubly naver S2i ay pain
Tram (e desdly shm, geeses W
Wipee Carver, Conrection’s chisl
sl redical axaminer, “The dam
Things sre oo Tuet. Foa'sn casssing all
sty of 50T BETVIE P
fern The shiliny i panciive is Mol
=l belosg thare’s iy percplios” of
st pain

The comaranity's manmes syvien,
mirrahile. very mach fvls the pedi
Every firse a pun ewviers: 1. legally o
eeberams, Cares sy,

" Thae mear bokeri i e ia the
T wywiorr, B aee peepks g &
arhea,” ba e, The (hire pe el
are in 3 gpEere, W EE pooplc uc
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